
Abstract  

Text, Image and Sound: where we are and where we are not in Digital Humanities  

Though Digital Humanities (DH) has been defined in many ways it is widely agreed that 

text is central to it. In this talk I will outline the state of the art of Digital Humanities in 

relation to text, especially in terms of the techniques that are used to make it machine 

readable and searchable e.g. text encoding. I will then attempt to situate text encoding 

within a wider history of the techniques that have historically been used to make text finable 

and searchable e.g. thematic ordering and alphabetisation.  Looking to those who have 

worked on the sociology and history of knowledge, such as Peter Burke (2000), I will argue 

that our current understanding of the act text encoding is impoverished and propose some 

future research directions for DH. To close, I will reflect briefly on the role and possibilities 

of image (for example, 3D modelling) and sound (for example, in oral history projects) in 

DH and interlink open research questions with my analysis of text.    

Peter Burke (2000). A Social History of Knowledge: from Gutenberg to Diderot.  Polity Press: 

Cambridge & Malden 
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